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The members of Council visit Kohler Park to inspect the Riparian Corridor along Park Creek.
Council has applied for a state grant to develop a master plan for Kohler Park. They hope to be
successful in receiving the planning grant and ultimately pursue grants for several improvements
to include the restoration of the pond and the creation of additional riparian corridor protec-
tions along the creek. Pictured are L-R Andrew Santacroce,Vice President W.William Whiteside,
1, President Joanna Furia, Mark McCouch, and Gregory Nesbitt.

Land Reuse Authority BRAC Update

The Base Relocation and Closure
Act of 2005 provides for the closure
of NAS JRB Willow Grove as we
know it and the Horsham Memo-
rial Army Reserve Center on Easton
Road. The Air Force portion of Wil-
low Grove will remain and the Army
is expected to keep 65 acres in the
vicinity of the Air Force to form a mili-
tary enclave. As previously reported
the Department of Defense was ex-
pected to declare approximately 700
acres of the base as surplus property
on May 9, 2006. As of yet no declara-
tion has been made. Representatives
of the Horsham Township Author-
ity for NAS JRB (HLRA) attended a
meeting in Washington D.C. during the
summer to meet with representatives
from the Navy,Air Force and Army. At
that meeting the HLRA was informed
that the declaration of surplus is still
expected but would be delayed while
the three branches of the service
iron out the exact location of the
units that are expected to remain.
The flying missions at the Base are
expected to stay thru fiscal year 2010;
after which no Defense Department

flying missions are planned. The HLRA
Board continues to await the declara-
tion of surplus which once received
will trigger the start of the reuse plan-
ning process.

The HLRA is moving forward with
the reuse planning for the Horsham
Memorial Army Reserve Center. The
property consists of a 25,000 square
foot building and a 3000 square foot
garage on approximately 7 acres. The
Army is expected to continue to be
stationed on the property until 2009.
Once the new Army Reserve Center
is constructed at Willow Grove the
units will move across the street and
consolidate with the Army Reserve
Units from the 6 additional Army Re-
serve Centers in the region that are
slated for closure.

Fortunately the military will con-
tinue to be stationed on both sites
for a couple more years allowing time
for the HLRA to develop an effective
reuse plan to ensure the economic
well being of the region, reuse(s) that
are complimentary to the community
and reflect the communities vision for
the future.

Draft Pennypack

Creek Study Released

Horsham Township along with the
other municipalities in the Pennypack
Creek Watershed engaged the ser-
vices of Temple University’s Center for
Sustainable Communities to under-
take a study of the entire watershed
knowing that no one municipality can
successfully address the problem of
flooding. Each of the municipalities
has experienced major losses during
Tropical Storm Allison and Hurricane
Floyd. A draft of the final report
has at last been distributed to the
Township. Information on the study
is available online at www.csc.temple.
edu/pennypack . Included are revised
floodplain maps that have not yet been
approved by FEMA. FEMA administers
the federal government flood insur-
ance program and is responsible for
the determination of the location of
floodplains. Horsham Township looks
forward to working with the other
towns in the watershed to mitigate
flooding once FEMA has rendered a
decision on the proposed new flood-
plain and the report is finalized.

FLOODPLAIN
INSURANCE
REMINDER

The Township continues to encour-
age that every property owner
strongly consider the purchase of
flood insurance. Most property
owners insurance policies do not
cover losses incurred due to flood-
ing.

The Land Reuse Authority has created
a web page www.hlra.org. We suggest
that you subscribe to receive notifica-
tion of news releases.



A Homeowner’s Guide to Healthier Habits for Clean Water

s stormwater flows over drive-

ways, lawns, and sidewalks, it picks
up debris, chemicals, dirt and other
pollutants. Stormwater can flow into
a storm sewer system or directly into
a river, lake, wetland or other water-
way. Anything that enters a storm
sewer system is discharged untreated
into the waterbodies used for swim-
ming, fishing and providing our drink-
ing water. Polluted runoff is the
nation’s greatest threat to clean water.

By practicing healthy household

habits, homeowners can keep com-
mon pollutants like pesticides, pet
waste, grass clippings, and automotive
fluids off the ground and out of storm-
water. Adopt these healthy household
habits and help protect lakes, stream,
rivers, and wetlands. Remember to
share the healthy habits with your
neighbors.

Healthy Habits for Clean Water

Vehicle and Garage

» Use a commercial car wash or
wash your car on a lawn or other
unpaved surface
to minimize the
amount of dirty,
soapy water flow-
ing into the storm
drain and eventually your local
waterway.

e Check your car, boat, motorcycle,
and other machinery and equip-
ment for leaks and spills. Make
repairs as soon as possible. Clean
up spilled fluids with an absorbent
material like kitty litter or sand,
and don't rinse the spills into a
nearby storm drain. Remember
to properly dispose of the absor-
bent material.

* Recycle used oil and other auto-
motive fluids at participating ser-
vice stations. Don’t dump these
chemicals down the storm drain
or dispose of them in your trash.

Lawn and Garden

e Use pesticides and fertilizers
sparingly. When use is necessary,
use these chemicals in the recom-
mended amounts. Avoid applica-

tion if the forecast calls for rain;

otherwise the chemical will be

washed into your local stream.

Select native plants and grasses

that are drought and pesticide re-

sistant. Native plants require less
water and less fertilization.

Sweep up debris, rather than hos-

ing down the area. Compost or

recycle yard waste when possible.

Don't over water your lawn. Wa-

ter during cool times of the day,

and don't let water run off into
the storm drains.

e Cover piles of mulch or dirt be-
ing used in landscaping projects
to prevent these pollutants from
blowing or washing off your yard
into local waterbodies. Vegetate
bare spots of your yard to prevent
soil erosion.

Home Repair and Improvement

e Before beginning an outdoor proj-
ect, locate the nearest storm drain
and protect them from debris and
other materials.

e Sweep up and properly dispose

of construction debris such as

concrete and mortar.

Use hazardous substances like

paint, solvents, and cleaners in the

smallest amounts possible, and
follow the directions on the label.

Clean up spills immediately, and

dispose of the waste safely. Store

substances properly to avoid leaks
and spills.

e Purchase and use non-toxic, bio-
degradable, recycled and recycla-
ble products whenever possible.

e Clean paint brushes in a sink, not
outdoors. Filter and reuse paint
thinner when using oil-based
paints. Properly dispose of excess
paints through a household haz-
ardous waste collection program.

e Reduce the amount of paved
area and increase the amount of
vegetated area in your yard. Use
native plants in your landscaping
to reduce the need for watering
during dry periods. Consider
directing downspouts away from
paved surfaces onto lawns and

other measures to increase infil-
tration and reduce polluted runoff.

Pet Care
When walking your pet, remem-
ber to pick up the waste and
dispose of it properly. Flushing
pet waste is the best disposal
method. Leaving pet waste on
the ground increases public health
risks by allowing harmful bacteria
and nutrients to wash into the
storm drain and eventually your
local waterways.

Swimming Pool and Spa

e Drain your swimming pool only
when a test kit does not detect
chlorine levels.

e Properly store pool and spa
chemicals to prevent leaks and
spills, preferably in a covered area
to avoid exposure to stormwater.

Every little bit you do helps protect
the water you swim in, fish in, and
drink from. This information came
from the EPA Brochure era-sss-8-03-003 fOr
more information visit, www.epa.gov.

Horsham Fire Co.
Battalion 2

Horsham Road changes again with
the demolition of the Horsham Fire
Company Building Battalion 2. Hor-
sham Township has allocated 1.6 mil-
lion dollars towards the construction
of a new building with the balance of
the 2.4 million dollar project coming
from the Fire Company. The Build-
ing is expected to be completed in
2007. The new facility will enable the
men and women of the Volunteer Fire
Company to provide better service to
the residents of Horsham Township.

Influenza

Immunizations
Flu shots are for: seniors 65 years

of age and older, children 6-59
months, pregnant women, people 6
months to 18 years of age on long
term aspirin treatments. For more
information and for dates please call
the Montgomery County Health
Department at 215-784-5415.







Police Department Re-Accredited
Chief Ruxton Elecd President of State Association

Officer Colleen Troxel and Chief Bob Ruxton proudly display the citation acknowledging the re-
accreditation of the Horsham Police Department. The Department’s re-accreditation took place

in July.

Out of over 1200 Police depart-
ments in the state of Pennsylvania,
Horsham is one of only 40 Police
Departments to be accredited under
the Pennsylvania Law Enforcement Ac-
creditation Program. In July,

Horsham became one of only 10
Police Departments in Pennsylvania
to be re-accredited under the Pro-
gram. Since the program’s inception,
Chief Bob Ruxton, has made achieving
accreditation a priority. He knows

Horsham Township Library

Township residents read in record
numbers this summer. The library
loaned 24,883 items in June, 26,496

in July, and 26,963 in August! 668
children participated in the Summer
Reading Club — a 43% increase over
last year, in addition128 teenagers
participated in the new Teen Summer
Reading Club.

Horsham Township Library has
been accepted into Pennsylvania’s
Public Library State Aid program
for the fiscal year 2006-2007. The
state budget approved in June con-
tained $101,000 for the Horsham
Township Library. These state funds,
when received in February 2007, will
supplement local funds raised through
township property taxes, library fines,
and fund raising and will enable the li-
brary to increase staffing and enhance
services in 2007. The library will also
soon participate in the Access Penn-
sylvania Database program, expanding
the library’s ability to request items
through inter-library loan from public,

college and school libraries through-
out Pennsylvania.

Mark you calendars for the annual
Bookmarker’s Ball — or rather the
“BooMarker’s Ball” to be held Friday,
October 27 at the library. Tickets
will be $85.00 per person.This year
the ball takes on a Halloween Theme.
Attendees are encouraged to come in
costume. Prizes will be awarded for
the most creative.

On December 8 the Friends of the
Horsham Library once again will part-
ner with the Willow Grove Barnes &
Noble Bookstore to hold a book fair
to benefit the library. Pick up a Barnes
& Noble voucher form at the library,
then shop on Friday, December 8. A
percentage of the proceeds of book
sales made with the vouchers will be
donated to the Friends of the Hor-
sham Library. The book fair held on
June 8 raised over $1,400, enabling the
Friends to underwrite programs and
equipment purchases for the library.

that accreditation is a progressive and
time-proven way of helping institu-
tions evaluate and improve their
overall performance.

While formal accreditation oc-
curs every three years, the process is
ongoing. Each of our police officers
and support staff must be diligent in
their daily duties. In addition to her
regular duties, Officer Colleen Troxel
served as the accreditation manager
for Horsham. She had to compare
how Horsham’s current policies com-
ply with the program’s 123 standards
in the self assessment phase of the
program. Officer Troxel also served as
the point of contact when the formal
Accreditation Commission assessment
was completed over a two day period.

Chief Ruxton was sworn in as
President of the Pennsylvania Chiefs
of Police Association. His election
as President not only represents an
outstanding personal achievement by
the Chief, but also a great honor for
Horsham. Chief Ruxton is now the
leader of an association of his peers
across the state of Pennsylvania. The
Assaociation is very active in promot-
ing legislation that enables police of-
ficers to better serve their communi-
ties as well as ensure that educational
programs are available.

Qe Project
Blue Light
./ Ceremony

Horsham Township will host the
Project Blue Light Ceremony for
Montgomery County on Tuesday,
December 12 in Deep Meadow Park
located at 1020 Horsham Road. The
Ceremony will begin at 6:30pm.

Please join us to honor the mem-
ory of the 26 Montgomery County
Law Enforcement Officers who made
the ultimate sacrifice while on duty.

Refreshments will be available in
the Horsham Township Community
Center after the ceremony is com-
plete.
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Keep Plowed Snow Out of your

Driveway

Shovel an opening in
the snow to the right
while facing the drive
and toss snow to the
left. This way when a
plow comes, the snow

DRIVEWAY

CLEAR AREA

on its blade will go into
the opening and not
into your driveway.

The Horsham Rotary Does it Again,

he Horsham Rotary is going above

and beyond by expanding the al-
ready amazing Everybody’s Playground.
After only three years of being open,
the Horsham Rotary has decided that
more equipment was needed at the
playground.
So they purchased a $56,000 expan-
sion to include:

e 4 (swings)

e 1 (2 person see-saw)
e 1 (4 person see-saw)
e 1 (Mist pole)

Expanding Everybody’s Playground

e Another Drinking Fountain to be
added in the spring of 2007

e Additional concrete walkways and
fencing

Please stop in at Lukens Park on

Dresher Road and see the new ad-

ditions to Everybody’s Playground. If

you know a Rotarian thank them for

the positive contributions which they

give and have given to the community

you live in.
Thank you, Horsham Rotary for your wonder-
ful community support.
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Recycling
Horsham Township is now offering the
following recycling opportunities to its
residents:
e Cell Phones, Township Building and the
Library
e American Flags, Township Building
° Eye Glasses, Township Building, Library and
the Community Center
e Printer Cartridges, Township Building,
Community Center and the HWSA Office

e Textiles: Clothing, Shoes, Household Linens,
Small working Household Appliances, Sporting
Goods, Books, and more. You can recycle your
used textiles at the Library, Lukens Park and
Cedar Hill Road Park, there are large tan bins
that are located in the parking lots of each of
these locations

Residents who take advantage of

the above recycling opportunities

are helping to reduce the amount of
unnecessary items going to local land-
fills. Also by recycling you are helping
to keep our town and environment
as clean as possible. If you have any
questions please call us at 215-643-
3131. Please make sure that you are
recycling: glass, aluminum, newspapers
and leaves with your individual trash
haulers.




