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INTRODUCTION  
 

Kohler Park is the oldest Township park located in the north central section of Horsham 

Township between Limekiln Pike (S.R. 152) and Horsham Road (S.R. 463).  The Horsham 

Road portion was purchased by the Township in 1958 and the Limekiln Pike section in 1968.  

Development of the Park preceded incrementally beginning in 1959 with the addition of the 

fishing pond.  The picnic grove area was added in the 1960s and 1970; sports fields constructed 

in the 1980s; the clubhouse/concession stand and trail network with pedestrian bridge across 

Park Creek in the 1990s; and the dog park in 2008.   

 

The Park today is currently a mix of 

environments including natural open 

space, athletic fields, parkland and 

municipal facilities (police, administrative 

offices, community center, and firehouse).  

Although the formal Park is approximately 

71.4 acres, it is more expansive, as it abuts 

a dedicated public open space of 

approximately 12.3 acres from the 

Kingswoods Estates Development to the 

north.  Kohler Park, including all of the 

preserved area, is approximately 83.4 

acres.   

 

The purpose of this Master Site Plan project is to evaluate the existing Park and its site 

conditions and to make recommendations for future changes.  These changes will make it more 

useful to members of the community and make maintenance and management as cost effective 

as possible.   

 

Recommendations made in a Master Plan cannot normally be implemented at one time given 

available resources.  This Plan is a long-range vision for change with an expectation that 

improvements will be made over time.  The Plan was partially funded by a grant from the 

Community Conservation Partnership Program administered by the Pennsylvania Department 

of Conservation and Natural Resources (DCNR).  

 

During the course of this planning study, a Steering Committee comprised of ten members of 

the community and two Council member representing a broad range of interests, plus three 

Township staff met and guided the preparation of this study.  The committee represented key 

stakeholders in the community who have interests in the Park and its future.  The following 

organizations participated and directed the Plan:  Township Council (2), Park Board (2),  

Township Planning Commission (2), Residents (2 - senior citizen, young family), Park Creek 

Watershed Association (1), Prudential Insurance Company (1 - Adopt-A-Park Corporation), 

Horsham Soccer Association (1), Greater Horsham Chamber of Commerce (1), and Township 

Staff (3). 
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The Committee held monthly public workshops from November 2009 through June 2010 and 

reviewed and commented on all information gathered and presented by the planning team.  That 

information ranges from basic data regarding the Parkôs existing features to ideas for enhancing 

the Park.  A public meeting was held on June 21, 2010 to receive comments and suggestions.  

Prior to the meeting, advertisements and announcements were made via local newspapers, 

Township website, cable television, community events, and phone/email to key interest groups.  

The final plan and report reflect input provided throughout the planning process by the 

Committee, stakeholders, staff, and other members of the community. 
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SECTION 1: EXISTING SITE CONDITIONS  
 

The basis of all planning and design work is a thorough and accurate understanding of the site 

conditions.  This information includes the natural and human-made environments.  Basic data 

about the Parkôs environments was last updated in 1984 and was not an accurate representation 

of the current Park.  To update the information, the Planning Team had a new topographic 

survey prepared based on aerial photography flown for this project in mid November 2009 and 

on-site survey work.  From this updated survey, a base map of the Park and surrounding (scale 

1ò=100ô) was developed to permit site conditions, site analysis, and recommendations to be 

mapped.  Given the sensitive nature of this Park, a field delineation of wetlands was undertaken 

for the entire Park and added to the base map.   

Neighborhood Context and Land Uses 

 

Kohler Park is conveniently located near the center of Horsham Township with good access 

from many neighborhoods.  The context and uses within and adjacent to the Park are shown on 

Map 1.  The primary vehicular access points are from Limekiln Pike and from Horsham Road.   

The large parking lot off Limekiln Pike exists by an easement with PECO.  

 

Approximately half of the Parkôs borders along the north, west and south sides abut single-

family residential use.  Such proximity provides close and easy access for homeowners and a 

compatible use as preserved open space.  The Kingswoods Estate Development is provided a 

trail for direct pedestrian access. 

 

The remainder of the Park is adjacent to private open space (Horsham Valley Golf Course), 

public open space (Deep Meadow Park), and light industrial/office use (Township Public 

Works, Horsham Valley Industrial park).   

 

The Park is a mixture of natural areas that are predominantly the floodplain along Park Creek.  

It is labeled on Map 1 as ñPublic Open Spaceò and comprises approximately 46.6 acres.   

 

A second major component of the Park is labeled on Map 1 as ñPark and Recreationò.  These 

areas include (6) sports fields and associated facilities (~10.5 acres) along Limekiln Pike and 

informal/formal recreational areas with dog park, fishing pond, gazebo, picnic grounds, 

playground, and inline hockey facility (~8.7 acres) with access from Horsham Road. 

 

A third key component of the Park is the municipal complex in which are found the 

Administration Building, Police Department, Fire Department, and Community Building.  The 

area is approximately 8.9 acres and accessible from Horsham Road.  The Township Public 

Works Department abuts the Park to the south and has a separate entrance from Horsham Road. 
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The Park is also crossed by utility lines and easements.  The regional PECO powerline crosses 

through the western portion (parking lot) of the Park.  The PECO easement is 150 feet wide and 

one tower is located in the parking lot.  The second utility corridor is for a Transco pipeline.  It 

runs in a southwest northeast direction along a portion of the Parkôs south border (near the dog 

park).  This easement is 70 feet wide.  The other large utility in the Park is a radio tower and 

support building adjacent to the dog park.  

Location Map 

 

PARK 
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MAP 1 
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Physiography 

 

The topography of Kohler Park ranges from very flat to very gradually sloping.  The land slopes 

from the north side of the Park (elevation approximately 266) towards Park Creek (elevation 

approximately 240).  Similarly, the Park slopes gradually from the south boundary (elevation 

approximately 262 near the radio tower) towards Park Creek.  There are no areas of steep 

slopes, except the Creek embankments where erosion and scouring has occurred.  Outside of 

the Creek channel, the steepest grades (approximately 8-15%) are located in the Kingswoods 

Estates Development open space.  

 

Geology and Soils 

 

According to the Soil Survey of Montgomery County, there are eight soil types that occupy 

Kohler Park.  A soil map for the site is located the appendix to this report.  The soil types 

(series) are as follows: 

 

Bowmansville-Knauers Silt Loam (Bo, Bp) ï This soil is a floodplain soil and is deep, 

poorly-drained, and hydric.  In the Park, it typically flanks Park Creek.  As such, it has 

moderate permeability and slow surface drainage.  Seasonal high water table is within ½ 

foot and bedrock at a depth of 3-8 feet. 

 

Chalfont Silt Loam (CfA)  ï This soil is deep, somewhat poorly-drained and typically 

occupying flat areas.  The soil is slowly permeable with a seasonal high water table 

within 1 foot and bedrock 4-8 feet deep.  In the Park, this series is found in the area of 

the sports fields. 

 

Doylestown Silt Loam (DsA, DsB) ï This soils is a deep, poorly drained soil found on 

level and gentle slopes.  It is hydric, slowly permeable and has a seasonal high water 

table within ½ foot.  Bedrock is located at 4-8 feet.  This soil underlays a substantial 

portion of the sports fields. 

 

Lansdale Silt Loam (LaB, LdB2) ï This soil is moderately deep and deep and well 

drained.  It is typically found on areas that are level to 8% slope.  This soil has moderate 

to moderately rapid permeability with a season high water table 5 feet or deeper and 

bedrock at depths of 4-12 feet.  This soil is found in the area of the dog park and police 

facility. 

 

Lawrenceville Silt Loam (LeA) ï This soil type is deep and moderately well-drained.  

It is moderately permeability to slow permeability.  It is found on lower slopes and has a 

seasonal high water table at 1-2 feet.  It is typically found in the Park near the picnic 

grove and the area southeast of the pond.  Depth to bedrock is typically 4-12 feet. 

 

Readington  Silt Loam (ReA, ReB, ReB2) ï This soil is deep, moderately well-drained 

silt loam on level to moderately sloping terrain.  Permeability at the surface is 

moderately rapid.  Seasonal high water table is 1.5-2.5 feet and bedrock at a depth of 3-5 

feet.  This soil is found in the woods west of the police facility and sports fields. 
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Rowland Silt Loam (Rt) ï This series is a floodplain soil and is found in stream 

bottoms.  It is deep and moderately well-drained.  It shares a similar position as 

Bowmanville and flanks portions of Park Creek in Kohler Park.  Seasonal high water 

table is 0-2 feet and bedrock 4-6 feet deep. 

 

Urban Land (UgB, MeB) ï This land type is a mix of soils from weathered shale and 

sandstone.  Conditions of drainage and wetness vary depending on the disturbance and 

mix of soil and subsurface materials.  The areas in the Park occupied by the mix are 

generally flat and found where the municipal complex exists. 

 

Hydrology and Drainage 

 

The flow of water through Kohler Park via Park Creek and its floodplain is one of the most 

influential elements of the Parkôs environment.  Park Creek flows through the entire Park 

(~4,800 linear feet, including golf course section) from its western border along Limekiln Pike 

to where it exits under Horsham Road near the parking lot adjacent to the pond.  Low dams 

exist on Park Creek just before and after Horsham Road.  It is noted that there is an extensive 

watershed upstream of the Park that contributes large volumes of surface water during major 

rain events.  The Creek and associated drainage features are shown on Map 2.   

 

Park Creek is fairly shallow and narrow (~10-50 feet wide) during regular flow periods.  During 

heavy rain events, the Creek reaches bank full stage and overflows into the adjoining 

floodplain.  Map 2 shows the floodway and 100-year floodplain based on FEMA data (Federal 

Insurance Rate Map - FIRM - map).  The floodway covers approximately 22 acres within the 

Park.  The more extensive floodplain covers approximately 40 acres of the Park. 

 

 


